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Ø1. Decide which adjectives below go with which nouns 

colorful;   pyrotechnic;   riotous;   huge;   last/final;   
boisterous;   age-old;   larger-than-life 
1. a …………….. week of celebrations 

2. ………………. effigies 
3. a …………….. seven-day festival 

4. ………………. figures 
5. the …………… night 

6. an …………….. practice     7. ……………….. displays 
8. …………….. crowds 

 
Ø2. Complete the following sentences. You must use one and 
the same word but in different forms.   Translate the sentences 

1. Fireworks displays …………… up the streets of the Spanish city. 
2. The first falla is set …………… at precisely 10:00 p.m. 

3. The sky is …………… with a brilliant fireworks extravaganza almost every night. 
  
Ø3. Complete the following text with a) adjective collocations from ex.1 into the 
numbered gaps; and b) prepositions where necessary. Also, substitute the 
italicized verbs with their synonyms; the first letter of each verb is given as a clue  

Valencia's biggest festival is 1……………………., _____ a myriad of 
2……………………. and  fireworks  displays  that  light  up  the  streets  of  the  Spanish  
city. This 3…………………….. ends (c……….) _____ March 19 every year, _____ 
the feast day of San Jose. 

The main attractions of the festival are undoubtedly the fallas — 
4……………………. built _____ wood, wax, and papier-mâché that some people toil 
(w……….) on for months, often mocking (s……….) important events or figures 
_____ the day. Politicians and actors _____ particular are fair game. More than 700 
of these papier-mâché monuments, some reaching _____ 60 feet high, decorate 
(a……….) the streets and attract 5……………………., until 6……………………. 
— the Night of Fire—when they are incinerated (b……….) to a cinder. 

The tradition of burning the fallas comes _____ an 7…………………… of 
carpenters, who would accumulate their wood shavings _____ huge bonfires _____ a 
tribute _____ San Jose, the patron saint of carpenters. The first falla is set alight 
_____ precisely 10:00 p.m. _____ 8……………………., _____ the top prize winners 
going _____ _____ flames _____ the town center at 1:00 a.m. Firefighters work hard 
to hold (k……….) the celebration _____ control. 

Well known _____ their 9……………………., Valencians save (s………) no 
expense during the festival. Bands play as sierras — the queens of the festival — stroll 
(r……….) the streets, delivering (d……….) flowers. The sky is 
lit _____ a brilliant fireworks extravaganza almost every night, 
and the sound of exploding firecrackers and the smell of sulfur 
stuff (f……….) the air _____ the city. Visitors always leave 
_____ a ringing _____ their ears and smiles _____ their faces. 
 



ØØEEAASSTTEERR  
Ø1. Translate the following text about Easter  

EE  AA  SS  TT  EE  RR  
The holiest week on the Christian calendar, the days leading up to Easter are 

celebrated around the world with spectacle and passion. While the biblical events 
they commemorate are the same — the crucifixion add resurrection of Jesus 
Christ — each culture has unique celebrations that reflect the traditions and 
beliefs of their own communities. For many families in the United States and 
Western Europe, the Easter Bunny and Easter eggs take center stage, while 

others head to the kitchen to make hot-cross buns. Other observances are more 
solemn, staying true to the religious nature of the holiday. 

 
Ø2. Use the following sentences to complete the text below. You have to provide 
one and the same word for each sentence. There is one extra sentence that you do 
not need to use at all. Translate the whole text 

a. reputedly the site __________ Jesus was crucified, buried, and resurrected 
b. __________ he predicted his own fate to his followers 

c. __________ they stay for several hours while the spectators act out the events of 
the three days that led up to Christ’s crucifixion 

d. the place of Christ's Last Supper, __________ he administered the first Holy 
Communion to his disciples 

e. __________ Pontius Pilate turned over Jesus to the mob that had turned against 
him and placed a crown of thorns on his head, mocking him as the "King of the 

Jews" 
Easter in Jerusalem, Israel 

Holy Week in Jerusalem — the most holy site in the world — is a time of pageantry 
and passion, as Christians gather in the Old City to follow in the footsteps of Christ. 
On Palm Sunday, worshippers gather on the Mount of Olives to reenact Christ's entry 
into Jerusalem, 1……….. .  Monday of Holy Week is the time to visit  the Dome of 
the  Rock,  the  Muslim  sacred  site,  and  the  Jews'  Wailing  Wail.  On  Wednesday,  
attention focuses on the Coenaculum, 2………. . On Good Friday, huge crowds 
gather along the Ecce Homo archway, once gateway to the Roman fortress of 
Antonia, 3………. . On the Via Dolorosa, Jesus carried his own crucifix, and now 
followers carrying modern-day crosses stop at fourteen stations of the cross. The last 
five stations are inside the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, 4………. . 
It is here on Saturday of Holy Week, in a tradition dating back some 800 years, that a 
Muslim family unlocks the church, and on this day only, the sepulcher — thought to 
be the tomb of Jesus — is accessible to the public. Holy fire lights the candles, here 
and across the Christian world, symbolizing the resurrection of Christ. 
 
Ø4. Watch a program about Easter in 
Guatemala and answer the questions 

1. What is the city called? 
2. What natural disasters happened in the city? 

3. What do people do to decorate the city? 
4. How long does it take to decorate the city? 

5. How long does Easter last? 
6. What happens in the city during Easter? 



 
ððMMUULLTTIIPPLLEE  CCHHOOIICCEE  
Ø1. Choose the best option A, B, or C to complete the following text 

Fete des Masques 
In  April  and  May  of  1……….  year,  all  Dogon  villages  in  the  West  African  country  of  

Mali celebrate the Fete des Masques, a mystical memorial to the 2……… dead and a celebration 
of the harvest. The major festival of the year, this is the best opportunity to 3………. the 
ritualistic masks 4………. culture is known for. The exotic masks are 5………. valued by tribal 
art collectors and are believed 6………. such 7………. as Pablo Picasso and Georges Braque. 

The Dogon 8………. for centuries, preserving their unique and mysterious culture. Their 
most important cultural symbol is the masks, 9………. meanings are secret and still known only 
10………. the Dogon. Some 11………… to protect against vengeance, 12……….. others help 
pass on knowledge to the younger 13………… . The masks are worn 14………… ritual dances 
that recount the story of the origin of the Dogon. 

15………… of the most important masks in 16………… culture is the sirige, an 
elaborately decorated mask carved from 
the branch of a single tree. Dancers use 
their 17………. to balance the mask, some 
of which rise as high 18……….. 6 meters, 
19………… swinging the mask to 
represent the arc of the sun. 

A dance — the dama — honors the 
passing 20………… a respected elder. 
The dance ceremony can last for up to 
three 21…………, involving dozens of 
dancers 22………… figures from the 
animal world and the afterworld. 
 
ÜÜDDEESSCCRRIIPPTTIIOONN  
Ø2. Using adjectives in the purple panel, 
complete the text to follow 

Semana Santa in Seville 
The most ……………. Easter celebration in 
Spain — a country known for its …………… 
Catholic population — is the observance of 
Semana  Santa  in  Seville.  Every  day  for  an  
…………… week, believers from dozens of hermandades, or brotherhoods, together with …………… 
crowds  of  spectators,  wind  their  way  through  the  city  streets  in  …………… procession from their own 
church to the cathedral in the center of the city. Depending on the brotherhood, as many as 3,000 people 
take part in a procession. They depart at midday and can take eight hours to reach their destination. The 
penitents strike an ……………, almost Gothic: image as they wind their way through the town: They dress 
in ……………, …………… robes and ……………, …………… black hoods, as no one is supposed to be 
able to guess the identity of sinners who are seeking forgiveness. They carry candles to light their way, and 

more senior members of the brotherhood bear rods or banners. Each brotherhood carries two floats: 
On one is a statue of Christ, on the other the Virgin Mary. 
The climax of the week is Good Friday, when the cavalcade continues until the …………… hours of 
the morning, stopping occasionally to reenact one of the stations of the cross. All the while, the 
crowds sing …………… songs about the suffering of Christ and the pain of the Virgin Mary. 
 


